Friend of Riverside Park

Minutes of AGM held Tues 16th February 2010
Chairman’s welcome~
Steve offered a warm welcome on such a horrible evening and thanked members for coming. He explained that the main aim of FORP is to improve facilities and to promote wildlife in the park.

Apologies~

Julia Longland, Doug Perry.

Minutes of last AGM~

Minutes accepted.

Re appointment~

Existing committee members voted on.

Report~

An update of activities and  of FORP in the past year have been:~
Dirty weekend A BBC event took place in June where FORP took part in bulb and shrub planting.

Wildflower planting.

Afternoon tea in the park.

Arts weekend.

Cobden meadows play area refurbishment support and liasing with the council.
Updates for councils management plan which supports Green flag application.

Website up and running.

Insurance to hold events.

Grant application for fitness equipment – unfortunately unsuccessful.

Grant application for Woodmill play area which has passed stage 1.

Toilets opened.

New seats , benches.

Keeping updated  by council over upkeep and improvements to the park

Update of Green Flag~

 Riverside was awarded Green flag status in 2008 but disappointingly lost this title in 2009 as it was said to be lacking in biodiversity. FORP and the Council are working hard to try and regain the title for 2010.

Forthcoming projects~

Hoping to recommence walks in t he park for members, hopefully with a more successful venue as the changing rooms were not particularly welcoming.

Suggestions of advertising in school newsletter were made and walks on sat/sun were suggested.

Bulb planting in conjunction with Council.

Litter picks prior to green flag judgement.

Picnic in the park in the summer months.

Other ideas that were suggested were:~

Evening torch walk

Astronomical evening in dark part of park

Kite flying afternoon

Bitterne Park social club was suggested as a possible venue to meet or socialise after events. 

Woodmill play area~

Catherine provided pack for members to look through  with details of current plans.

She explained that Stage one approval had been reached and stage two involved finalising plans and costings and a consultation process.

The Council have agreed to  maintain equipment.
Help and support is needed  with the consultation process to make the application a success. Catherine asked for members to fill in questionnaire sheet with views and ideas.

AOB~

Anyone that had not joined or would like to rejoin were invited to do so at the end of meeting and were asked to promote FORP to other members of the community.

Council run events coming up area~

Riverside Eggspress

Cycling event 

Arts project was a great success and hopefully will be repeated
Volunteers requested by the Itchen navigation trust to monitor butterflies and dragonflies for half a day.
