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Press Release
28 September 2010 for immediate use

FRIENDS OF RIVERSIDE PARK RECEIVES AWARD OF £49,999

FOR IMPROVEMENTS TO WOODMILL PLAY AREA

Friends of Riverside Park (F.O.R.P.) is delighted to announce that it has been awarded £49,999 from the Groundwork UK and Big Lottery Fund’s Community Spaces Programme for the redevelopment of the Woodmill Play area in Riverside Park. 

The equipment in the Woodmill Play Area has been in place for many years and much of it has now been removed due to old age and disrepair. The redevelopment of the area will integrate the remaining equipment into the new design wherever possible as well as remaining true to the natural feel of the area by the predominant use of wooden materials. 

F.O.R.P. is a relatively recently formed community group which was constituted in November 2008 and this is its first major success in securing additional funding for the Park. Community Spaces was seen as an ideal partner in its stated aim to maintain and improve the physical and natural environment of the Park in liaison with Southampton City Council. F.O.R.P. is particularly happy to have been supported in our application by Southampton City Council and its elected representatives as well as our facilitator.
The award has been made possible following a detailed and extensive public consultation with local residents, schools, police and other stakeholders whose views have been reflected in the final design. The area will include a raised discovery footpath (stepping stones/tree trunk steps etc.) with willow tunnel, boardwalk and wildlife interpretation boards, wooden dinosaur sculpture, a zip wire, new swings, trampoline, boulder mounts, additional picnic tables and seating and will also provide wheelchair and pram access. 

Work on the site is expected to commence in November 2010 and be completed in December 2010 with the launch event taking place in January 2011.

Contact – Stephen Harding (chairman, Friends of Riverside Park) 
Tel: 07584 304162 email: steve.slharding@btinternet.com
www.friendsofriversidepark.org
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Community Spaces -  Notes to Editor

Community Spaces

Community Spaces is a £50 million open grants programme that is managed by Groundwork UK as an award partner to the Big Lottery Fund’s Changing Spaces initiative. The programme helps community groups create or improve green and open spaces so that the quality of life in neighbourhoods across England is enhanced. 

Only community groups in England are eligible to apply to Community Spaces – a full eligibility criteria is available online at www.community-spaces.org.uk. The programme has been open for small and medium grants (£10,000 - £49,999) since March 2008 and will remain open for these sizes of grants until January 2011.

For media enquiries please contact, Nisha Virdi: 0121 237 5872 or 07748 320 074. Email press@community-spaces.org.uk
Groundwork UK

Groundwork supports communities in need, working with partners to help improve the quality of people’s lives, their prospects and potential and the places where they live, work and play.

Our vision is of a society of sustainable communities which are vibrant, healthy and safe, which respect the local and global environment and where individuals and enterprise prosper. For further information visit: www.groundwork.org.uk
Big Lottery Fund

The Big Lottery Fund’s Changing Spaces programme was launched in November 2005 to help communities enjoy and improve their local environments. The programme is funding a range of activities from local food schemes and farmers markets, to education projects teaching people about the environment. Groundwork UK was appointed as a Changing Spaces award partner, responsible for distributing £50 million through its Community Spaces scheme.  
The Big Lottery Fund, the largest of the National Lottery good cause distributors, has been rolling out grants to health, education, environment and charitable causes across the UK since its inception in June 2004. It was established by Parliament on 1 December 2006.
Big Lottery Fund Press Office: 020 7211 1888

Out of hours: 07867 500 572

Public enquiries line:                08454 102030

Textphone:    08456 021 659
Full details of the work of the Big Lottery Fund, its programmes and awards are available on the website: www.biglotteryfund.org.uk
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